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DRAFT WELCOME REMARKS
Mr. Amjed Pervez Malik,

Secretary Senate of Pakistan
· Excellency Mian Raza Rabbani, APA Vice President and President of Standing Committee on Political Affairs,
· Excellency Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker National Assembly of Pakistan.
· Honourable Speakers, Presiding Officers, Members and Representatives of APA Member and Observer Parliaments.
· Dr. Ali Khorram, Deputy Secretary General APA.  
· Excellencies, Dignitaries.
· Ladies and Gentlemen!

It is indeed a privilege and pleasure to welcome all our distinguished guests at this gathering of Asia’s, legislators and public representatives and visionary leaders par excellence. 

It is the cross-stitch of a glorious past, promising future, shared cultural values and humane ideals that seamlessly hems APA, and, more largely, Asian nations together in these extraordinary times. The Parliament of Pakistan has had a long and deep association with APA and its predecessor association of Asian Parliament for peace. Pakistan has been instrumental in one transformation of the association and is working constantly for another.
It comes as a great pride to recall that not only APA has been revitalized and rejuvenated with 6th and 7th Plenary in Islamabad and Lahore but the momentum continues during and after 7th and 8th Plenary in Cambodia. 
It was during Pakistan’s Presidency of APA that endeavoures for Asian Parliament were for the first time formalized and the concept was reflected in the ‘Islamabad Declaration’ of the 6th APA Plenary held in Islamabad in December 2013.

Our efforts to this effect were further institutionalized when in December 2014, the 7th APA Plenary, held in Lahore, approved establishment of the ‘Special Committee on Creation of an Asian Parliament (SCCAP)’, in order to work on a single agenda of developing consensus within Member Parliaments to formulate a road map for the Asian Parliament. The decision was formally included in ‘Lahore Declaration’ and in the Report of the 7th APA Plenary. 

Senate of Pakistan and its leadership is fully aware of the challenges and difficulties in reaching the stage of formation of Asian Parliament. Borrowing from the speeches of quotes of others, I would say, we know there are roads that need to be travelled and bridges that need to be crossed in materializing this goal but as they say ‘a thousand mile journey began with single step. We have taken quite a few steps in the journey and are hoping that more countries are joining us in destination. 
In the 9th Assembly Pakistan has been elected Chairman of Political Affairs Standing Committee and SCCAP has been placed under it. 
Senate of Pakistan considers it an honour that 21 countries are attending SCCAP and Standing Committee on Political Affairs equal to and in some cases higher then participation in plenary sessions.
 Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Our present engagement brings together meetings of two very important forums of APA, namely the Special Committee on Creation of Asian Parliament (SCCAP) and the Standing Committee on Political Affairs. 

As per their respective mandates, both the SCCAP and Political Affairs Committee would, during the course of present meetings, build upon the important initiatives taken and commitments crystallized during the previous meetings. I earnestly hope that instead of taking any ‘U’ Turns or moving in circle, we continue treading on the path incorporating new ideas or initiatives. 
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Our legislative, policy-making and developmental paradigms are fast changing to offset challenges tossed our way by extraordinary challenges on peace, security, socio-economic and developmental fronts. 

These compulsions call for out of box solutions requiring renewed commitment to regional cooperation and integration, rooted in stronger inter-parliamentary networking and partnerships. 

In response, APA, which symbolizes the rich diversity, pluralism, inter-cultural and inter-faith harmony, and evolving unity and cohesion of Asian nations, stands out as a vehicle of change and transformation to a peaceful and prosperous future. 

The presence of high number of Members participating the SCCAP and Political Affairs meetings gives me hope that we will have more participatory and substantive deliberations. 

With these words, I again welcome all our distinguished guests here in Islamabad. I wish you a comfortable stay with assurances that the Pakistan Senate will be there for your kind assistance and convenience so as to enable you to make the most out of these meetings.
Thank You! 
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